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Strengthening Maritime Bonds: Analyzing the 'Sahyog Kaijin' Joint Exercise between Indian and Japanese Coast
Guards

(The 'Sahyog Kaijin' joint exercise between Indian and Japanese Coast Guards, marked by simulated scenarios,
advanced technology integration, and a multilateral context, not only strengthens bilateral ties but also contributes to
global maritime security through comprehensive preparedness and cooperation.)

In a significant display of maritime collaboration, the Indian and Japanese Coast Guards recently concluded a
successful joint exercise named 'Sahyog Kaijin' off the coast of Chennai. This exercise marks another milestone in the
enduring partnership between the two nations, as outlined in the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) signed in 2006.
The multifaceted exercise aimed at enhancing interoperability and sharing best practices in key areas such as
maritime law enforcement, search and rescue operations, and pollution response at sea.

Participating Vessels and Simulated Scenarios:

The exercise involved prominent vessels, including the Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) Shaurya and the Japan Coast
Guard Ship (JCGS) Yashima, along with support vessels and aircraft. One of the highlighted components was a
simulated collision between two vessels, MT Matsyadristi and MV Anveshika, leading to a fire on board MT
Matsyadristi and a subsequent crude oil spill. This simulated scenario allowed both coast guards to showcase their
rapid response and rescue capabilities, emphasizing the importance of preparedness in real-life emergencies.

Search and Rescue Operations:

The joint exercise demonstrated efficient coordination in responding to distress signals. Fast patrol vessels and
aircraft swiftly located and rescued the distressed crew, showcasing the seamless integration of assets from both
nations. The emphasis on search and rescue operations underlines the significance of mutual understanding and
collaborative efforts in ensuring the safety of maritime activities.

Cultural and Professional Exchange:

Beyond tactical training, 'Sahyog Kaijin' included cultural interactions and sports events, fostering camaraderie and
fellowship between the personnel of both coast guards. This dual approach, combining professional development with
cultural exchange, contributes to building stronger bilateral ties and reinforces the human element in maritime
cooperation.
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Focus Areas of the Exercise:

—.\”\

The exercise's primary focus areas included pollution response training on hazardous and noxious substances, real-
time response to chemical pollution at sea, anti-piracy measures, and search and rescue procedures. This
comprehensive approach reflects the commitment of both nations to address a wide range of maritime challenges and
enhance their collective capabilities.

Significance of 'Sahyog Kaijin':

1. Strengthening Bilateral Ties: The joint exercise underscores the strong maritime cooperation between India and
Japan, contributing to the overall strengthening of bilateral ties and mutual understanding.

2. Enhancing Interoperability: 'Sahyog Kaijin' provided a valuable opportunity for both coast guards to enhance
interoperability in communication, search and rescue procedures, and pollution response strategies. This
interoperability is crucial for effective joint operations during real-world incidents.

3. Sharing Expertise and Best Practices: The exchange of expertise and best practices during the exercise enriches
the capabilities of both coast guards in effectively managing maritime challenges. This collaborative learning approach
contributes to continuous improvement in response strategies.

4. Regional Stability and Security: Joint exercises like 'Sahyog Kaijin' play a crucial role in ensuring regional stability
and security by enhancing preparedness against maritime threats and emergencies. The collaborative efforts
contribute to a safer maritime environment for all stakeholders in the region.

Real-time Response and Rescue Operations:

During the simulated collision scenario, the joint response involving ICGS Shaurya and JCGS Yashima showcased the
real-time capabilities of both coast guards. Fast patrol vessels and aircraft, including Dornier aircraft, played a crucial
role in swiftly locating the distressed vessels. The use of advanced equipment, such as remote-controlled buoys and

firefighting equipment, demonstrated the commitment to effectively managing maritime incidents.
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Expertise Exchange and Review:

Following the successful completion of the exercise, the Commanding Officer of JCGS Yashima, Captain Yuichi
Motoyama, held a meeting with Inspector General Donny Michael, Commander of Coast Guard Region (East). This
exchange aimed at further strengthening bilateral cooperation by sharing expertise and discussing best practices. The
cooperation, dating back to the 2006 MoC, has evolved to encompass joint training, professional exchange, and
cultural interactions, reflecting a holistic approach to collaboration.

Humanitarian and Environmental Focus:

Inspector General Donny Michael highlighted the humanitarian and environmental focus of both coast guards,
emphasizing their commitment to addressing challenges beyond traditional security concerns. The emphasis on
containing the oil spill and mitigating pollution caused by the simulated incident underscores the agencies' dedication
to environmental stewardship in the maritime domain.

Role of Participating Units:

The joint exercise saw active participation from various units, adding depth to the collaborative efforts. In addition to
the ICGS Shaurya and JCGS Yashima, vessels like ICGS Annie Besant, ICGS Rani Abbakka, ICGS Shaunak, ICGS Sujay,
and ICGS Samudra Paheredar played crucial roles in executing diverse aspects of the simulated scenarios. Two Chetak
helicopters and Dornier aircraft provided aerial support, emphasizing the integration of maritime and aerial assets for a
comprehensive response.

Integration of Advanced Technologies:

One noteworthy aspect of the exercise was the integration of advanced technologies to enhance operational
effectiveness. The use of remote-controlled buoys for rescuing individuals in distress showcased a commitment to
adopting innovative solutions. The involvement of Dornier aircraft in pinpointing the precise location of the simulated
incident through GPS coordinates demonstrated the integration of modern navigation and communication
technologies.

Multilateral Exercises with Japan:

The 'Sahyog Kaijin' exercise is part of a series of multilateral exercises between the Indian and Japanese armed forces.
Notable exercises include Ex JIMEX (Japan-India Maritime Exercise), Ex Veer Guardian, Ex Dharma Guardian, Ex
Malabar, and Ex Shinyu Maitri. These exercises highlight the evolving strategic partnership between India and Japan,
extending beyond the coast guards to encompass broader defense and security cooperation. The consistent
engagement in multilateral exercises reflects a shared commitment to regional stability and security.

Long-standing Bilateral Cooperation:

The 'Sahyog Kaijin' joint exercise builds upon the foundation laid by the Memorandum of Cooperation signed in 2006.
Over the years, the cooperation has expanded to include joint training, professional exchange, and cultural interactions.
The enduring nature of this partnership highlights the trust and mutual respect between the Indian and Japanese coast
guards. This long-standing collaboration is a model for regional cooperation, fostering stability and security in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Future Prospects and Challenges:

Looking ahead, the 'Sahyog Kaijin' joint exercise sets the stage for future collaboration and poses challenges for both
nations to continually adapt to evolving maritime threats. The focus on anti-piracy measures, real-time response, and
pollution mitigation strategies indicates a forward-looking approach. As maritime dynamics evolve, sustained
collaboration will be essential to address emerging challenges and foster a secure maritime environment.
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In conclusion, the 'Sahyog Kaijin' joint exercise serves as a microcosm of the broader Indo-Japanese maritime
collaboration. The incorporation of various units, advanced technologies, and a focus on contemporary challenges
demonstrates a commitment to comprehensive maritime security. The exercise's multilateral context, long-standing
bilateral cooperation, and global implications underscore its significance beyond regional considerations. As both
nations navigate the complexities of the maritime domain, exercises like '‘Sahyog Kaijin' pave the way for a resilient and
collaborative approach to safeguarding shared interests and promoting global maritime stability.
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