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Igniting Passion on the Field: Comprehensive Coverage of the 3rd Hockey India Senior Women Inter
Department National Championship 2023

(The 3rd Hockey India Senior Women Inter Department National Championship 2023, inaugurated by Shri
Hardeep Singh Puri, showcases top talent, receives dignitary support, and emphasizes grassroots
development, symbolizing excellence and inclusivity in women's hockey.

Grand Inauguration at Shivaji Stadium:
The 3rd Hockey India Senior Women Inter Department National Championship 2023 commenced with a

spectacular inauguration ceremony at the historic Shivaji Stadium, setting the stage for an exhilarating
display of women's hockey talent.

Distinguished Guests and Hockey Legends Grace the Occasion:

1. Honored Presence of Shri Hardeep Singh Puri: The Hon'ble Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas &
Housing and Urban Affairs, Shri Hardeep Singh Puri, inaugurated the championship, underscoring the
government's commitment to promoting sports at a grassroots level.
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2. Notable Dignitaries: Shri Pankaj Jain, Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, and Shri Shrikant
Madhav Vaidya, Chairman Indian Oil, were among the esteemed guests, emphasizing the cross-sectoral
support for women's sports.

3. Legends of Indian Hockey: The presence of iconic figures such as Ajit Pal Singh and Zaffar Igbal added
a touch of nostalgia and reverence to the event, inspiring the participants and reminding them of the rich
legacy of Indian hockey.

Minister Puri's Encouragement and Vision:
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1. Congratulations to the Triumph in Asian Women Hockey Championship: Shri Hardeep Singh Puri
extended his heartfelt congratulations to the Indian women’s team for their recent victory in the Asian
Women Hockey Championship, fostering a spirit of celebration and pride.

2. Wishes for the Participating Teams: The Minister wished the eight participating teams a grand
tournament and expressed confidence in their potential to become future world champions, laying
emphasis on the significance of such competitions in nurturing talent.

3. Commitment to Providing the Best Facilities: Shri Puri pledged unwavering support to ensure that the
players receive the best facilities and environment, fostering an atmosphere conducive to excellence on
the international stage.

Indian Oil's Commitment to Women's Sports:

1. Assurance from Shri Shrikant Madhav Vaidya: Indian Oil Chairman, Shri Shrikant Madhav Vaidya,
reaffirmed the corporation’s commitment not only to women’s hockey but also to the broader spectrum
of sports.

2. Formation of Young Hockey Players’ Team: Vaidya expressed the corporation’s dedication by
announcing the formation of a team of young hockey players, showcasing a forward-looking approach
to sports development.

3. Investment in Infrastructure: In addition to supporting players, Vaidya highlighted IndianQil's
commitment to investing in infrastructure to facilitate the growth of women's sports in the country.
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Hope for the Future: Hockey India’s Perspective:

1. Optimism from Mr. Bhola Nath Singh:Mr. Bh ola Nath Singh, General Secretary of Hockey India,
highlighted the growing support for women'’s hockey and expressed optimism about India’s women'’s
hockey team securing a medal in the Olympics in the near future.

2. Inspiration for Youngsters: Singh emphasized the role of current players as role models for the younger
generation, instilling hope and happiness in the eyes of aspiring athletes.

3. Grassroots Development Initiatives: The General Secretary outlined Hockey India's plans for grassroots
development, aiming to identify and nurture talent from a young age, ensuring a sustainable pipeline of
skilled players.

Recognizing Contributions: Honoring Sh K Armugum

1. Acknowledging a Hockey Historian: Renowned hockey historian and author, Sh K Armugum, was
honored for his significant contribution to the sport, recognizing the importance of preserving and
celebrating the history of Indian hockey.

2. Supporting the Next Generation: In a heartening gesture, Armugum presented brand new hockey sticks
to 25 young female players from his NGO, One Thousand Hockey Legs (OTHL), symbolizing the passing of
the torch to the next generation.

3. Educational Initiatives: The event highlighted collaborative efforts to integrate hockey history into
educational curricula, ensuring that the sport's legacy is not only preserved but also disseminated
among future generations.
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The Battle Begins: Overview of Participating Teams:

1. Top-Tier Talent on Display: The championship promises a thrilling exhibition of talent, featuring eight
elite women’s teams from across the nation.

2. International Experience in the Mix: More than 12 players participating have represented India
internationally, adding a layer of experience and skill to the competition.

3. Participating Teams: All Indian Police Sports Control Board, Railway Sports Promotion Board, UCO Bank,
Sports Authority of India, Union Bank of India, Sashastra Seema Bal, Tamil Nadu Police, and the host Indian
Oil Corporation-Women.

The Official Commencement: Trophy Unveiling and Opening Ceremony:

1. Symbolizing the Spirit of Sportsmanship: The trophy unveiling and opening ceremony marked the
official commencement of the championship, symbolizing the spirit of sportsmanship and fair play.

2. Promoting Women's Hockey at the Highest Level: The electrifying atmosphere at Shivaji Stadium set the
stage for an exciting and competitive tournament, reinforcing the commitment to promoting women'’s
hockey at the highest level.

Inclusivity and Community Engagement:

1. Promoting Inclusivity in Sports: The championship highlighted efforts to promote inclusivity in sports,
with initiatives to encourage participation from diverse backgrounds and communities.

2. Community Outreach Programs: The event showcased ongoing community outreach programs dimed
at introducing hockey to new demographics, fostering a sense of belonging and community
engagement.

3. Health and Wellness Initiatives: In addition to the on-field action, the championship emphasized the
importance of health and wellness, with awareness programs and initiatives promoting a holistic
approach to athlete well-being.
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Celebrating Excellence in Women'’s Hockey: As the tournament unfolds, it becomes more than a
competition—it is a celebration of excellence, commitment, and a vision for the future of women’s hockey
in India. The collective support from government officials, corporate entities, and the recognition of
hockey stalwarts and historians contribute to the holistic development of the sport. With each match, the
championship not only showcases athletic prowess but also inspires a generation to dream big and
aspire to achieve greatness in the field of women's hockey. The 3rd Hockey India Senior Women Inter
Department National Championship 2023 stands as a beacon for the potential of women's sports, setting
a standard for inclusivity, community engagement, and the pursuit of excellence.
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