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Mitra Shakti-2023: Elevating Indo-Sri Lankan Defense Collaboration for Regional Stability

(Mitra Shakti-2023, the India-Sri Lanka joint military exercise, enhances counter-terrorism capabilities, fosters mutual
learning, and strengthens diplomatic ties, contributing to regional stability in the Indo-Pacific.)
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(Source: India News network)
The initiation of the ninth edition of the India-Sri Lanka joint military exercise, 'Mitra Shakti-2023," in
Aundh, Pune, signifies a substantial stride in the bilateral defense cooperation between the two
nations. Running from November 16 to 29, 2023, this comprehensive news analysis provides a detailed
examination of the exercise, emphasizing its strategic objectives, participating forces, incorporation of
modern techniques, benefits derived, and the broader implications for regional security.

Strategic Objectives Qf Mitra Shakti-2023:
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(Source: army.lk)
1. Sub Conventional Operations under UN Charter:

Mitra Shakti-2023 is strategically designed to rehearse sub-conventional operations under Chapter VI
of the United Nations Charter.
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The aim is to bolster the preparedness of both India and Sri Lanka in responding effectively to emerging
security challenges, particularly in the context of counter-terrorism.

2. Coordinated Responses to Counter-Terrorism:

A pivotal focus of the exercise is to enhance joint responses during counter-terrorist operations.
Tactical actions, including raids, search and destroy missions, and heliborne operations, will be
rehearsed to ensure synchronization in military strategies and capabilities.

3. Holistic Training Approach:

Beyond conventional military maneuvers, Mitra Shakti-2023 incorporates unconventional elements
such as Army Martial Arts Routine (AMAR), combat reflex shooting, and Yoga.

This holistic training approach underscores the importance of physical fitness, combat reflexes, and
mental agility in military operations.

4. Modern Techniques for Future Preparedness:

The exercise anticipates future threats by incorporating modern technology, including the use of drones
and counter unmanned aerial systems.

This forward-looking approach ensures that armed forces are well-prepared for contemporary
challenges, aligning with the dynamic nature of modern warfare.

Composition of Participating Forces:

(Source: DD News)
1. Maratha Light Infantry Regiment Representation:
The Indian contingent, consisting of 120 personnel, is primarily represented by the Maratha Light
Infantry Regiment.
This regiment's involvement not only highlights the specialized skills and expertise that India brings to
the exercise but also adds a historical and prestigious context to the collaboration.
2. Collaboration with Sri Lankan 53rd Infantry Division:
Sri Lanka's representation by personnel from the 53rd Infantry Division reflects a collaborative spirit,
promoting a deeper understanding between the two nations.
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The exchange of military tactics and strategies enhances interoperability between the armed forces,
fostering a sense of camaraderie and mutual understanding.

3. Integration of Air Force Personnel:

Notably, 15 members from the Indian Air Force and five from the Sri Lankan Air Force actively
participate in Mitra Shakti-2023.

This inclusion of air power broadens the scope of the exercise, acknowledging the importance of
coordinated air and ground operations for comprehensive defense strategies.

Incorporation of Modern Techniques:

SN ét‘.‘-k
(Source: army.lk)
1. Utilization of Drones and Counter Unmanned Aerial Systems:

Mitra Shakti-2023 incorporates the use of drones and counter unmanned aerial systems, showcasing a
commitment to adopting modern technology.

The exercise reflects an awareness of evolving threats, ensuring that the armed forces are equipped to
address challenges posed by unmanned aerial vehicles effectively.

2. Helicopter Maneuvers for Rapid Response:

Recognizing the pivotal role of helicopters in military operations, the exercise incorporates helicopter
maneuvers.

The emphasis on securing helipads and conducting casualty evacuations during counter-terrorist
operations enhances rapid response capabilities, crucial in dynamic and evolving security scenarios.
Benefits and Implications for Defense Cooperation:

1. Mutual Learning Experience and Interoperability:

Joint military exercise serves as a dynamic platform for the exchange of views, practices, and combat
skills.

Mutual learning fosters a deeper understanding between the Indian Army and the Sri Lankan Army,
promoting collaboration and interoperability on both strategic and tactical levels.
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2. Defense Cooperation Fostering Bilateral Relations:

The exchange of best practices enhances defense cooperation, contributing to stronger bilateral
relations between India and Sri Lanka.

Collaborative endeavors in the defense sector often pave the way for increased diplomatic, economic,
and cultural ties between neighboring nations, fostering a comprehensive relationship beyond security.
3. Broader Context: SLINEX-23 and Maritime Security:

In addition to Mitra Shakti-2023, military collaboration extends to maritime exercises such as 'SLINEX-
23,"' showcasing a holistic approach to security.

Focused on enhancing interoperability and exchanging best practices, SLINEX-23 underscores the
commitment to safeguarding maritime security, a critical aspect of regional stability and cooperation.
Broader Implications for Regional Security:

(Source: DD News)

1. Regional Stability and Cooperation:

Mitra Shakti-2023, along with other collaborative efforts, reflects the proactive approach of nations in
safeguarding regional interests.

The exercise contributes significantly to regional stability and cooperation, aligning with broader efforts
to ensure peace and security in the Indo-Pacific region.

2. Strengthening the Indo-Pacific Narrative:

The joint military exercise not only enhances the defense capabilities of India and Sri Lanka but also
contributes to the narrative of a stable and secure Indo-Pacific region.

Such initiatives bolster the collective efforts of nations to address shared challenges and promote a
collaborative security architecture.

Exercise Mitra Shakti-2023 emerges as a cornerstone in the ongoing collaboration between India and Sri
Lanka in the defense realm. Its comprehensive approach, encompassing counter-terrorism tactics,
integration of air power, and the use of modern technologies, underscores the commitment of both
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nations to addressing evolving security challenges. The mutual learning experience, benefits derived,
and broader strategic implications demonstrate not only the strengthening of defense capabilities but
also the fostering of diplomatic ties. In the broader context of regional security, exercises like Mitra
Shakti-2023 and SLINEX-23 mark substantial strides toward regional stability and cooperation, setting a
precedent for proactive security measures in the Indo-Pacific.

The strategic implications of Mitra Shakti-2023 resonate beyond the exercise's duration. The lessons
learned, the interoperability achieved, and the relationships strengthened pave the way for future
collaborative efforts, reinforcing the commitment of both nations to regional stability. As geopolitical
dynamics continue to evolve, initiatives like Mitra Shakti-2023 serve as beacons of cooperation,
signaling a collective determination to navigate the complexities of the contemporary security
landscape.

Mitra Shakti-2023 transcends its immediate military objectives. It emerges as a symbol of a shared
commitment to regional security, a platform for diplomatic engagement, and a cornerstone for fostering
enduring ties between India and Sri Lanka. The collaborative spirit exhibited in this exercise echoes
beyond the training grounds, resonating in the corridors of diplomacy and contributing to the broader
narrative of a stable and secure Indo-Pacific region.
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