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Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 2024: Celebrating Exceptional Achievements of India's Youth

(Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 2024 honors 19 exceptional children in diverse fields, fostering talent and inspiring
India's youth.)

(Source: Times Now)
The President of India, Droupadi Murmu, is set to confer the prestigious Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar (PMRBP) to 19 exceptional children in New Delhi on January 22, 2024. The awards, given in
recognition of outstanding accomplishments, will cover diverse fields such as art and culture, bravery,
innovation, social service, and sports. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will engage in an interactive
session with the award winners the following day, underlining the government's commitment to
acknowledging and fostering the talents of the country's youth.

Categories and Achievements

The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 2024 will be presented in six categories, showcasing the
breadth of talent among the awardees. Seven students will be honored for their achievements in art
and culture, five in sports, four for social service, and one each for bravery, innovation, and science and
technology. Each recipient will not only receive recognition but also a medal and a certificate,
symbolizing the nation's appreciation for their exceptional contributions.

Gender and Geographic Diversity

Out of the 19 selected children, there is a balanced representation with nine boys and ten girls. The
recipients hail from 18 states and Union Territories, including two aspirational districts, reflecting the
government's efforts to recognize talent from every corner of the country. This geographical diversity
emphasizes the inclusive nature of the awards, ensuring that exceptional children from various regions
are given a platform to shine.

Interaction with Government Officials
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The significance of the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar is further highlighted by the participation
of key government officials. Minister of Women and Child Development, Smriti Irani, and Minister of
State, Dr. Munjpara Mahendrabhai, will engage in interactions with the awardees. This demonstrates
the government's commitment to supporting and nurturing the talents of young minds beyond the
award ceremony.

Recognition for Outstanding Achievements

(Source: Devdiscourse)

The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar is a government initiative aimed at recognizing and
celebrating the exceptional achievements of children aged 5 to 18 years. The awards span seven
categories: art and culture, bravery, environment, innovation, science and technology, social service,
and sports. This year, the focus is on six of these categories, showcasing the diverse talents of the youth
in India.

Special Measures for Increased Nominations

The Ministry of Women and Child Development took special measures this year to increase
nominations for the awards. Advertisements were published in both regional and national newspapers
to encourage participation. The National Award Portal remained open for an extended period from May
9 to September 15, providing ample time for nhominations to be submitted. The outreach efforts also
targeted various levels, including Gram Panchayats and Municipalities, ensuring that deserving
candidates were identified from all corners of the country.

Incorporating Technology for Transparency
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In a commendable move towards transparency, Artificial Intelligence (Al) was employed for data
crawling over the past two years. This technological approach enhances the integrity of the selection
process by ensuring a thorough examination of the achievements and qualifications of the nominees.
The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) was also consulted to recommend
deserving candidates, further reinforcing the credibility of the awards.

Verification Process and Expert Involvement

Bal Puraskar 2023 .
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(Source: News on AIR)
To maintain the rigor of the selection process, multiple layers of verification were implemented. Claims
were scrutinized by district magistrates and domain experts. A screening committee, consisting of
experts in diverse fields such as social service, environment, science, technology, art and culture, and
sports, examined the shortlisted profiles. This ensures that the awardees are truly exceptional and have
made significant contributions in their respective domains.

Independent Expert Assessment

The commitment to a fair and thorough selection process is underscored by the involvement of
National Level Independent Experts. These experts, representing various domains such as Sangeet
Natak Akademi, Central Reserve Police Force, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, Indian
Institute of Public Administration, and Sports Authority of India, among others, bring a wealth of
knowledge to the evaluation process.

Impact on Youth Development

The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar goes beyond being a mere accolade; it is a catalyst for
positive change in the lives of the awardees and their communities. By recognizing and celebrating
exceptional achievements, the government sends a powerful message to the youth — that their talents,
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regardless of their background or geographical location, are valued and celebrated. This
acknowledgment fosters a sense of pride and motivation, inspiring other children to pursue excellence
in their chosen fields.

Moreover, the interactive session with Prime Minister Narendra Modi serves as a unique opportunity
for the awardees to gain insights, encouragement, and inspiration directly from the country's leader.
This engagement can play a pivotal role in shaping their aspirations and instilling a sense of
responsibility towards contributing to the nation's progress.

Nurturing India's Future

The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 2024 stands not only as a recognition of individual
accomplishments but also as a testament to the government's commitment to fostering talent among
the youth. The awards, spanning diverse categories, highlight the multifaceted talents of Indian children
and serve as an inspiration for the entire nation. The meticulous selection process, incorporating
technology and expert assessments, ensures that the awardees truly represent the best in their
respective fields. As Prime Minister Narendra Modi engages with these young achievers, it sends a
powerful message about the importance of nurturing and celebrating the potential of India's future
generations. The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar is not just an award; it is a celebration of
excellence and a commitment to building a brighter future for the nation.
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