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Gaja Capital Business Book Prize 2023: Honoring India’s Entrepreneurial Odyssey

(Gaja Capital Business Book Prize 2023 Celebrates India's Entrepreneurial Spirit with 'Against All Odds' and
'Winning Middle India’ as Joint Winners, Unveiling the Stories Shaping the Nation's Business Landscape.)
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Unveiling the Epitome of Indian Entrepreneurial Excellence
The Gaja Capital Business Book Prize 2023 recently concluded, anointing '‘Against All Odds: The IT Story of Indid’

and 'Winning Middle India: The Story of India's New-Age Entrepreneurs’ as joint winners, exemplifying India’'s
dynamic business landscape. This in-depth analysis further dissects the narratives, underscores the award's
significance, emphasizes the jury's pivotal role, and explores the broader implications for the tapestry of Indian
business literature.

The Winning Narratives: A Dual Triumph
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1. Against All Odds: The IT Story of India

GETITON

@ Asutosh Mukherjee Road, College Para, Hathi More, Siliguri, West Bengal Google Play

QO +91 - 8436586516, +91-8436900456
B thedhronas@gmail.com
@ thedronas.com S




TTHIE DAILY

p! _
) HIRONA'S DOSE

Ensuring success through skills

SSC Banking WB Police = WB Civil Services Other Competitive Exams

Date : 22nd Dec 2023 Important News Analysis English

Authored by Kris Gopalkrishnan, N Dayasindhu, and Krishnan Narayanan, '‘Against All Odds’ meticulously
narrates the firsthand accounts of distinguished individuals who played pivotal roles in shaping the IT industry.
The book’'s detailed exploration of challenges, triumphs, and transformative moments over six decades
captured the jury's commendation for its comprehensive portrayal of the IT sector's trajectory.

2. Winning Middle India: Navigating New Frontiers in Entrepreneurship

Penned by TN Hari and Bala Srinivas, ‘'Winning Middle India’ explores the exciting potential for enhancing
accessibility, affordability, and product-service quality for millions of Indians. The book focuses on a new
generation of startup founders leveraging technology platforms, smartphone ubiquity, and rapid digitization to
navigate the evolving landscape of the Indian consumer market. The jury applauded the book for its insightful
examination of the entrepreneurial spirit driving innovation in Middle India.

Significance of Gaja Capital Business Book Prize

1. An Established Tradition

Instituted in 2019, the Gaja Capital Business Book Prize holds immense significance in recognizing and
celebrating outstanding narratives in Indian business and entrepreneurship. The annual tradition offers a cash
prize of Rs.15 lakhs, serving as both a tribute to the authors’ contributions and an encouragement for future
writers to delve into the diverse stories defining India's economic and business tapestry.

2. Distinguished Jury Panel: Gatekeepers of Excellence

The 2023 jury, chaired by Manish Sabharwal, comprised veterans from business, academia, and governance.
The panel included Imran Jafar, Arindam Bhattacharya, Lakshmi Venu, Sangita Reddy, Michael Queen,
Neelkanth Mishra, Prithvi Haldea, Shailesh Haribhakti, and Upendra Kumar Sinha. Their diverse expertise and
insights added depth to the evaluation process, ensuring a well-rounded selection.

Competitive Shortlist and Longlist: Navigating Literary Terrain

The 2023 shortlist featured compelling narratives, including ‘Essentially Mira: The Extraordinary Journey Behind
Forest Essentials’ by Mira Kulkarni and ‘The Tech Phoenix: Satyam’s 100-Day Turnaround’ by TN Manoharan and
V Pattabhi Ram. The longlist showcased works like Forging Mettle: Nrupender Rao and the Pennar Story' by
Pavan C Lall and 'Forks in the Road: My Days at RBI and Beyond' by C Rangrajan, among others.

Reflections on Previous Winners: Building a Legacy

In 2022, journalist-author Harish Damodaran won the prize for his book ‘Broke to Breakthrough, a detailed and
perceptive account of the rise of dairy company Hatsun Agro and its founder R G Chandramogan. This serves
as a testament to the diverse narratives that the Gaja Capital Business Book Prize aims to recognize,
showcasing the evolution and resilience of Indian businesses.

Insights from Winning Books: Unpacking Entrepreneurial Brilliance
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1. Against All Odds: The IT Saga Unraveled

Delving into the industry’'s remarkable journey marked by challenges conquered, resilience unwavering,
serendipity harnessed, foresight honed, and meticulous planning executed over six decades, ‘Against All Odds'
provides a comprehensive understanding of the IT sector's evolution. The book captures the spirit of Indian
entrepreneurship, celebrating success in the face of adversity.

2. Winning Middle India: A New Dawn of Entrepreneurship

Examining the exciting potential for enhancing the accessibility, affordability, and quality of products and
services for millions of Indians, 'Winning Middle India’ sheds light on a new breed of entrepreneurs shaping the
Indian startup ecosystem. The book offers insights into how technology, innovation, and a deep understanding
of the consumer market are driving transformative changes.

Gaja Capital's Vision for Indian Entrepreneurship: Igniting the Flame

Gopal Jain, Co-Founder and Managing Partner of Gaja Capital, expressed that the shortlist showcased a rich
tapestry of inspiring stories from diverse backgrounds. The decision to have joint winners, 'Against All Odds’ and
'Winning Middle India," aims to highlight and celebrate the multifaceted nature of Indian entrepreneurship. The
hope is that these narratives will ignite the passion of the next generation of entrepreneurs, inspiring them to
rise, innovate, and leave their mark on the world.

Future Prospects for Indian Business Literature: A Call to Action

The Gaja Capital Business Book Prize, as an annual tradition, plays a crucial role in encouraging the
documentation and sharing of Indian business stories. As India stands at the cusp of a once-in-a-generation
opportunity, leveraging its demographic dividend, strengths in various sectors, and a high-growth consumer
market, the need for insightful narratives becomes even more apparent. The awards serve not only to celebrate
past achievements but also to inspire a new generation of entrepreneurs and writers to contribute to a growing
body of knowledge.
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A Tapestry of Entrepreneurial Excellence Continues to Unfold

The Gaja Capital Business Book Prize 2023 has successfully unveiled joint winners that represent the dynamic
and evolving nature of Indian entrepreneurship. '‘Against All Odds' and 'Winning Middle India’ stand as pillars of
inspiration for aspiring entrepreneurs, writers, and journalists, urging them to contribute to the rich tapestry of
Indian business literature. As the tradition continues, it is expected that the narratives shared will contribute to
the creation of a vibrant business ecosystem, built to last and leave a lasting impact on the global stage.
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