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Ayodhya Ram Mandir Inauguration: Triumph over 500 Years of Struggle
After decades of waiting and struggle, Lord Ram has finally arrived, says PM Modi as he inaugurates the Ayodhya Ram

Mandir. Lord Ram's homecoming, a historical and symbolic event, represents Indian cultural rebirth.

(Source: Times Now Navbharat)

The long-awaited inauguration of the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya has finally taken place, marking a
significant development in India's cultural and religious tapestry. The focal point of this grand event was
the 84-second 'Mool Muhurat,' during which the idol of Ram Lalla was consecrated. This auspicious
moment, meticulously chosen for its astrological significance, adds a layer of spiritual and cultural
importance to the overall ceremony.

Timing and Precision:

The 'Mool Muhurat' lasted precisely 84 seconds, from 12:29:03 PM to 12:30:35 PM, as determined by
the astrologer Pandit Ganeshwar Shastri Dravid from Kashi. The precision of this timing reflects the
meticulous planning and adherence to astrological principles in the consecration ceremony.

The 'Abhijit Muhurat' Window:

The 84-second period is part of the larger 'Abhijit Muhurat,' a 48-minute window considered extremely
sacred in Hindu astrology. Starting at 12:16 PM and ending at 12:59 PM on the day of the inauguration,
this auspicious time frame adds an extra layer of sanctity to the consecration ceremony.

Ram Mandir Participation and Ceremonies:
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(Source: India Today)
1. Prime Minister's Role: Prime Minister Narendra Modi played a significant role in the ceremony,
participating in the 'Pran Pratishtha' (consecration) of the Ram Lalla idol during the ‘"Mool Muhurat.' His
involvement underscores the government's commitment to the cultural and religious heritage of India.
2. Distinguished Guests and Rituals: The ceremony was attended by over 7,000 dignitaries, including
religious leaders, politicians, and celebrities. The complete 'Pran Pratishtha' ceremony, starting 10
minutes before the 'Mool Muhurat,' was a grand spectacle that lasted until around 1 PM. This extensive
participation reflects the broad societal and cultural significance of the event.

Significance of the Ram Mandir ‘Mool Muhurat':

1. Religious and Cultural Importance: The ‘Mool Muhurat' is not just a moment in time; it is perceived
as a profound spiritual and cultural occurrence in India. The careful selection of this specific time is
believed to bring blessings not only to the temple but to the entire nation. It is a moment where the
divine and the terrestrial converge.

2. Symbolic Relevance: The inauguration during the auspicious time symbolizes a new era in India's
religious and cultural fabric. It serves as the culmination of years of anticipation and planning for the
Ram Mandir. The choice of the 'Mool Muhurat' echoes the deep-rooted connection between celestial
alighments and cultural practices in the Indian context.

Chronology of Events in Ayodhya Ram Temple Issue:
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(Source: Times of India)

The journey leading to the construction and inauguration of the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya is a saga
spanning several centuries. A brief chronology of key events highlights the historical significance of this
landmark occasion:

® 1528: Babri Masjid built by Mir Baqi, commander of Mughal emperor Babur.

® 1885: Mahant Raghubir Das files plea in Faizabad district court, seeking permission to build a

canopy outside the disputed structure.

® 1949: |dols of Ram Lalla placed under the central dome outside the disputed structure.
Dec 6, 1992: The 16th-century Babri mosque demolished by 'kar sevaks.'
® Nov 9, 2019: In a historic verdict, Supreme Court grants entire 2.77 acres of disputed land in

Ayodhya to deity Ram Lalla.
® Feb 5, 2020: PM Modi announced the formation of a trust to construct a Ram temple in Ayodhya.
® Aug 5, 2020: PM Modi laid the foundation of the Ram temple.

Prime Minister Modi's Speech:
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(Source: NDTV)

A New Era Unveiled:

In a profoundly symbolic gesture following the consecration of the Ram temple, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi declared that January 22, 2024, is hot merely a date but heralds the advent of a new
era. This statement underscores the transformative impact of the event, not only in the context of
religious and cultural restoration but also as a pivotal moment in India's modern history.

The New Era's Characteristics:

1. Renewed sense of national pride

2. Cultural revival

3. Spiritual awakening

The temple, more than a physical structure, becomes a symbol of collective memory, shared heritage,
and the enduring strength of faith and unity within the diverse tapestry of Indian society.

Prime Minister Modi's Emotional and Symbolic Statements:
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(Source: Aaj tak)
1. Breaking the Shackles of Slavery:
Prime Minister Modi described the inauguration of the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple as 'breaking the
shackles of slavery.' This statement carries both historical and metaphorical weight, signifying the
temple's role in overcoming cultural and religious suppression.
2. Our Ram has Arrived Today: In another poignant statement, PM Modi declared, 'Our Ram has
arrived today after a wait, patience, and sacrifices of centuries.' This encapsulates the emotional and
historical significance attached to the culmination of centuries-old aspirations and struggles
surrounding Lord Ram's birthplace.
3. Our Ram Lalla Will Not Live in Tent Anymore: During the 'Pran Pratishtha' ceremony, PM Modi
announced, 'Our Ram Lalla will not live in a tent anymore.' This symbolic declaration marks the
fulfillment of devotees' long-standing desire to see the deity housed in a permanent and grand
structure.

Analysis of PM Modi's Speech:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's speeches during the Ayodhya Ram Mandir inauguration conveyed a
mix of emotion, symbolism, and historical resonance. By declaring the date as the advent of a new era,
he emphasized the event's transformative impact on India's cultural and spiritual landscape.

1. Recognition of a Collective Emotional Journey: PM Modi's words reflected the sentiment that the
temple's consecration transcends religious boundaries, symbolizing India's broader journey towards
realizing its historical aspirations and cultural potential. It recognizes the emotional journey of a nation
and marks a new chapter in India's ongoing story of cultural resurgence and self-realization.

2. Restoration of Cultural and Religious Heritage: The Prime Minister's emphasis on breaking the
shackles of slavery and the arrival of Ram after centuries of wait highlights the temple's role in restoring
a cherished part of India's spiritual and cultural heritage. The event is not just a milestone for Ayodhya
or Hindu devotees but a transformative moment for the entire nation.
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Reactions from Leaders and Dignitaries:

1. Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma: Himanta Biswa Sarma termed the consecration
ceremony as a 'turning point' and a 'reawakening of national consciousness.' His statement reflects the
broader impact of the event on the nation's collective psyche.

2. UNESCO's Recognition of Cultural Heritage: The Ayodhya Ram Mandir inauguration prompted
UNESCO to recognize the event as a signhificant moment in the world's cultural heritage. This
acknowledgment underscores the global recognition of the temple's historical and cultural importance.

International Reactions and Implications:

(Source: The Economic Times)
1. Positive Global Acknowledgment: The international community witnessed the Ayodhya Ram Mandir
inauguration as a positive development. Several leaders and organizations acknowledged the cultural
and historical significance of the event.
2. Potential Diplomatic Implications: The event could have diplomatic implications as India's cultural
and religious landscape takes center stage on the global platform. The global acknowledgment of India's
rich cultural heritage, as exemplified by the Ram Mandir, could influence diplomatic engagements and
perceptions.

A Cultural and Spiritual Renaissance: The Ayodhya Ram Mandir inauguration marks a historic
milestone, both in terms of India's cultural resurgence and its embrace of spiritual heritage. The
meticulous planning, symbolic significance of the 'Mool Muhurat,' and the emotional resonance in
Prime Minister Modi's speeches contribute to the event's broader impact.
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The temple stands not only as a physical structure but as a testament to India's resilience, unity in
diversity, and unwavering commitment to cultural and religious values. As the nation ushers in a new
era, the Ayodhya Ram Mandir serves as a beacon, guiding the way towards a future that harmoniously
blends tradition and modernity, spirituality and progress, in the tapestry of India's evolving identity.
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