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Jal Itihas Utsav' - A Celebration and Reflection on India’'s Water Heritage

(The Jal Itihas Utsav' held by the Ministry of Jal Shakti is a comprehensive initiative, marking the culmination of the Water
Heritage Fortnight and 'Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain' campaign, focusing on public awareness, restoration efforts, and
the preservation of India's water heritage sites.)

| "

(Source: PIB)
The Ministry of Jal Shakti's recent initiative, the 'Jal Itihas Utsav,' held at Shamsi Talab, Jahaz Mahal in
Mehrauli, Delhi, on December 1, 2023, marks a significant step towards raising public awareness about
the importance of safeguarding water heritage sites. This news analysis delves into the key components
of the event, its broader context within the 'Water Heritage Fortnight' and 'Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the
Rain' campaigns, and the underlying mission to instill a sense of ownership, promote tourism, and

contribute to the restoration of historical water structures.

Water Heritage Fortnight and Jal Shakti Abhiyan
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(Source: PIB)

A. Water Heritage Fortnight

The 'Jal Itihas Utsav' serves as the grand culmination of the '"Water Heritage Fortnight,' observed
nationwide from November 15 to November 30, 2023. During this period, celebrations took place at 75
'Natural Water Heritage Structures' across various districts, showcasing the cultural and historical
significance of these sites.

B. Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain

The event also marks the successful completion of the 'Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain' campaign in
2023. Launched on March 4, 2023, by President Draupadi Murmu, this campaign focused on the theme
of 'Source Sustainability for Drinking Water.' Its aim was to prepare communities for the rainy season,
encourage rainwater harvesting, and ensure the sustainability of drinking water sources, particularly in
150 Water Stressed Districts identified by the Jal Jeevan Mission.

Restoration Efforts: Shamsi Talab and Jahaz Mahal

The restoration work at Shamsi Talab, Jahaz Mahal in Mehrauli, showcased successful collaboration
between various Departments of the Central and State Government. The involvement of the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) and the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) in cleaning and
leveling the Talab and its surrounding park exemplifies the convergence of efforts for the preservation
of water heritage sites.

Documentation and E-Book Launch
[ N
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(Source: PIB)
The collaborative efforts in restoring Shamsi Talab and Jahaz Mahal will be documented in the form of
an e-book, scheduled to be launched during the 'Jal Itihas Utsav.' This documentation not only serves as
a record of successful restoration but also provides valuable insights for future conservation endeavors.
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Visual Journey: Jal Itihas Journey' Video

As part of the event, a visually engaging video titled 'Jal Itihas Journey' will be presented, showcasing
the 75 identified Water Heritage sites across the country. This visual journey aims to enlighten the
audience about the historical significance of these water structures and underscores the need for their
preservation.

Cultural Dimension: Flowing Strings’ Musical Extravaganza

Adding a cultural dimension to the celebration, a musical event titled 'Flowing Strings' will be presented
by world-renowned violinist Ms. Sunita Bhuyan. This enchanting performance seeks to emotionally
connect the audience with water heritage and foster a deeper appreciation for these historical
structures.

Committee’s Role in Identifying Water Heritage Structures

The Ministry of Jal Shakti, recognizing the importance of preserving India's water heritage, constituted a
Committee chaired by Shri R. R. Mishra. This committee played a crucial role in identifying 75 'Natural
Water Heritage Structures' as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. These structures, showcased on the
Jal Itihaas Sub-Portal on India-WRIS Portal, represent the rich water heritage and cultural significance of
India.

Reflection on India's Tradition: Water Wisdom for the Present

(Source: PIB)
India has a rich tradition of reverence towards its water resources, including rivers. As the nation faces
increasing pressure on its water resources, citizens need to be water-wise and sensitive to water-related
issues. The 'Jal Itihas Utsav' aims to highlight the lessons embedded in traditional water systems,
fostering a renewed connection between communities and water bodies.

Public Participation: Fostering a Sense of Ownership

One of the key objectives of the 'Jal Itihas Utsav' is to foster a sense of ownership among the masses
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regarding water heritage sites. The event provides a platform for public participation, encouraging local
communities to actively engage in the preservation and restoration of these historical structures.
Through interactive sessions, workshops, and exhibitions, attendees are not mere spectators but active
contributors to the ongoing dialogue on water conservation.

Nationwide Impact: 'Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain’ Success

The nationwide impact of the 'Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain' campaign, which concluded during
the event, cannot be overstated. With a focus on strengthening drinking water sources in 150 Water
Stressed Districts, the campaign witnessed widespread participation and successful implementation.
The 'lal Itihas Utsav' serves as a testament to the collaborative efforts and the positive outcomes
achieved in addressing water scarcity issues across the country.

Water Heritage Sites Selection Process

Delving deeper into the process of selecting the 75 'Natural Water Heritage Structures,' the committee
under the chairmanship of Shri R. R. Mishra received a total of 421 nominations from States, Union
Territories, Central Government agencies, and the public. After careful consideration, 75 sites were
chosen, with representation from states like Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Uttar
Pradesh. This transparent and inclusive selection process ensures that water heritage sites from various
regions and cultural contexts are recognized and celebrated.

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav: Preserving National Heritage

The identification of water heritage structures as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav aligns with the
broader vision of preserving and showcasing India's rich cultural heritage. These structures serve as
living testimonials to the intricate relationship between communities and water resources throughout
history. The 'Jal Itihas Utsav' plays a pivotal role in amplifying the significance of these sites, ensuring
they become integral components of the nation's historical narrative.

Future Initiatives: Sustaining Momentum

As the 'Jal Itihas Utsav' concludes, it sets the stage for future initiatives aimed at sustaining the
momentum generated. Ongoing efforts in documenting, promoting, and preserving water heritage sites
need to be complemented by continued public awareness campaigns, educational programs, and
collaborative projects involving local communities. This event serves as a catalyst for an enduring
commitment to water conservation and heritage preservation.

Global Relevance: Showcasing India’'s Water Wisdom
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(Source: PIB)

Beyond national borders, the 'Jal Itihas Utsav' has the potential to position India as a global leader in
water conservation and heritage preservation. The lessons learned from traditional water systems and
the success stories of restoration efforts can serve as a blueprint for other nations facing similar
challenges. The event, therefore, becomes not just a local celebration but a global showcase of India's
water wisdom and commitment to sustainable practices.

A Pivotal Moment in India’s Water Heritage Conservation

In conclusion, the Jal Itihas Utsav' stands as a pivotal moment in India’'s ongoing journey towards water
heritage conservation. The convergence of celebratory events, restoration efforts, public participation,
and nationwide campaigns underscores the multifaceted approach required to address the challenges
posed by water scarcity and heritage preservation. As the nation reflects on its water traditions,
embraces innovative solutions, and engages in collaborative endeavors, the 'Jal Itihas Utsav' becomes a
beacon of hope and inspiration for a water-secure and culturally enriched future.
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